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THE ROYAL HONG KONG REGIMENT (THE VOLUNTEERS) ASSOCIATION 

www.rhkr.org January 2019 

 
 
     Honorary President’s Message                             Major (Rtd) Ron Taylor MBE TD ED 
 

 

From the Honorary President 

The current Regimental Association was formed in March 1993 as a result of the impending 

disbandment of the Regiment in 1995.  Now, some 25 years later, it is appropriate to remind 

ourselves of the intentions when the Association was established.  The Association was 

registered as a charity and operates as a Hong Kong company. 

 

As with other similar associations, our Association was formed to keep together all who had 

served in the Regiment.  Everyone, regardless of rank and the sub-unit in which they had 

served, would have equal status and recognition in the Association.   

 

This led to the decision that there should be 15 directors, two each for the seven squadrons, 

A, B, C, D, HQ, HG and J, giving equal representation for each squadron, plus one more 

director’s post for the impartial Chairman.   There was, and still is, no requirement for the 

secretary to be a director, but this has become a practice in recent years. 

 

During the 25 years, many have served as directors to represent both the interests of their 

squadron members and the overall interests of all members of the Association.  The 

Association can be likened to one big happy family whereby help is given to family 

members to keep in touch and help each other as may be necessary. 

 

Unlike the Regiment, the Association has no command structure; in the Regiment orders 

were given and orders were obeyed. The Association works on respect between members 

and persuasion based on a common commitment to assist the Association’s interests and 

past members of the Regiment.  

 

This means that compromises are often necessary as a means of moving forward.  As the 

Association does not have a team of workers to undertake the many tasks, work falls on the 

directors to do most of the work themselves.  They find the results rewarding which is why 

they, and the rest of us, undertake voluntary work.  

 

Inevitably, as time passes, it is necessary for the younger members to move up and take on 

more responsibilities from their elders.  In this way our traditions, and support to others, can 

continue to be maintained to the high standards set by the Regiment. 
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          Chairman’s Message                        Major (Rtd) Joseph Pau Chi Leung  BBS MBE ED.   

 

 

The Regiment has now been disbanded for over 22 years and; it seems to me that certain 

volunteers have lost their passion and interest about the Association’s activities and its 

development. An Officer  Lt. Frank Miu) from A Sqn who migrated to United States for many 

years, has returned to Hong Kong and is now living in Shenzhen from where he crosses the 

boundary to join his mother squadron and Regimental functions. He feels that the 

Association’s strong financial position can contribute to the organized programme allowing 

members to pay less for their participation. In addition, enhancements of the Club’s facilities 

can attract members to attend more often. He suggested three topics for the Committee to 

consider, namely. 

 

The points as follows:  

 

(a) To create “honourable” members with categories, i.e. (a) Directors (b) Ordinary  

members (c) Outsiders – donation to the Association would be required to 

become an honourable member; 

(b) To establish a Gun and History Group – an evening meeting each month from 

1830 to  2000 hrs; 

(c) Club House Enlivening Group – monthly gatherings with movie show and 

karaoke, for  which a better audio and video system will be necessary. 
 

I hope that members reading these messages can voice out their views to make our Club 

House more enjoyable and acceptable. 

 

From time to time, I have been asked about the names of the Regiment and the name 

“Volunteers”; my findings are as follows: 

 

Volunteer service in Hong Kong began with the formation on 30 May 1854 of the Hong Kong 

Volunteers. In 1878 the Hong Kong Volunteers were renamed the “Hong Kong Volunteer 

Corps” with a name was changed in 1917 to the “Hong Kong Defence Corps”. In 1920 the 

title was changed again to”The Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps”.1971,  

 

The Hong Kong Regiment was formed on 1 March 1949 as a unit in the Hong Kong Defence 

Force, which became the Royal Hong Kong Defence Force in 1951. The name “Volunteers” 

was added in 1961 and the Regiment gained the Royal title in 1969 following the disbandment 

 

In August 1927 His Majesty King George V signified his approval to the granting of Colour to 

the Volunteer Corps as prior to then they had not formally possessed any. 

 

The Colours were duly presented to the Hong Kong Volunteers Defence Corps by His 

Excellence Sir Cecil Clementi on 6 May 1928. In March 1957, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 

II awarded the battle honour “Hong Kong” to the Royal Hong Kong Defence Force and the 

honour was emblazoned on the Regimental Colour. As the Volunteers changed its role from 

infantry to light reconnaissance in 1971, Her Majesty The Queen approved the award of the 

single Guidon of a reconnaissance regiment to the Regiment. The Guidon was presented by 

the Governor His Excellence Sir David Trench to the Regiment on 8th May 1971 at the Hong 

Kong Stadium.       
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    Oxfam Trailwalker 2018                                   (S.W Wong of the Chief co-ordinator)   

 

 

As an Annual Reunion of our old buddies after disbandment in 1995, the 

Volunteers have actively kept in assisting Oxfam Trailwalker for this meaningful event 

since 1997.  As usual, we provided the manning rights from the Start Point at Pak Tam 

Chung, Sai Kung till the Finish Point at Tai Tong, Yuen Long with nine Check Points 

(CPs) in between, including as Quarter Master at Kau Wa Keng.  The Volunteers 

maintained in manning of the Start and Finish Points, in various vital locations along the 

trails at CP 1 (Sai Wan Village) [jointly with HKAC], CP 8 (Tai Mo Shan Visitor 

Centre), and CP 9 (North East Edge of Tai Lam Chung Reservoir), Water Points 1 and 3, 

Sweep Teams and Action and Reaction Teams.  The remaining CPs were manned by 

other disciplined forces.  I would like to inform you know that the Finish Point would be 

moved to Tuen Mun in next year. 

 

In order to ease the traffic at Pak Tam Chung and Sai Kung area, this year Oxfam 

Trailwalker provided pre-booked shuttle bus services for walkers from in the urban areas 

to the Start Point which scheme worked out successfully.  In parallel with this, the first 

start for the Elite Teams was brought forward to 0800 hrs. the same as in previous year, 

i.e. 5 starts all together; the latest start was at 1400 hrs. the same as in previous years.  

Moreover, there was a team of CEOs from various enterprises joining the Leaders 

Against Poverty Walk which started at 0930 hrs. from Pak Tam Chung to West Dam and 

back to Start Point via Sheung Yiu Country Trail. Blessed with a better-than-expected 

weather (the cold front did not arrive as forecast, though it rained for some time and was 

very misty at several locations causing low visibility) and the good preparation of 

everyone having involved, 4,228 (86.9% out of the 4,866 who started) walkers had 

successfully finished the whole course of 100 km.  Among them, about 71.6% passed 

the finish line in full team of four members. 

 
Oxfam Trailwalker went greener since 2016, no provision of paper cups all through the 

CPs; each walker should bring along their own cup instead.  This arrangement worked 

well and minimized a huge amount of waste which helped to enhance the environmental 

protection.  In December 2017, AFCD removed all litter bins from the country parks, 

hence we should “leave nothing but footprints” along the trail.  Furthermore, Oxfam 

put forward a Green Trailwalker scheme in this year, any team who did 4 “green 

actions” during the course of the walk will become a Green Trailwalker. 

 

Oxfam Trailwalker is one of the toughest team challenges in the world, 100 km hilly 

trails. This year the champion team completed by 11 hour 53 minutes, which was a 

normal result within 12 hours, and beat the Gurkhas AWOO Team Nepal (8003) by 15 

minutes.  Thanks to the concerted effort and hard work of the volunteers, the whole 

event ran smoothly and successfully.  We should keep up the spirit of Oxfam 

Trailwalker and would look forward for more helping hands and new faces for years to 

come ! 
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A. The Ceremony in Commemoration of Victory Day 

The Ceremony was held on 12 August 2018 at City Hall Memorial Garden, Central 
 

  
 

 

B. Annual General Meeting (AGM) cum Association Annual Dinner 

The AGM and annual dinner was held on 31 August 2018 at Colour Crystal 

Restaurant in Tsim Sha Tsui East. The dinner was well supported by V.A. members. 

The Association and the Directors contributed the numbers of gifts for the lucky 

draws during the event. A lot of memorable group photos were taken by squadrons on 

the stage. 
 

  
 

 

C.   The Ceremony to Commemorate the Victory Day of the Chinese People’s War 

of Resistance against Japanese Aggressionity at City Hall Shrine on  

       3 September 2018 
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D. The Ceremony to Comnmenorate those who died in Defence of Hong Kong 

The ceremony was held on 17 Oct. 2018. The Directors’ group photo with Mrs Carire 

LAM of Chief Executive of HKSAR, Matthew CHEUNG Kin-chung of the Chief 

Secretary for Adminstration, Michael WONG Wai-lun of Secretary for Development, 

CHAN Fan of Secretary for Transport and Housing.  

 

  
 

  
 

 

E. Major WONG Wai Bong  
We were saddened to learn of the death of Major (Ret’d) WONG Wai Bong, Andrew at 

the age of 67 on 22 October 2018. He passed away peacefully at Queen Elizabeth 

Hospital with his family surrounding him. Andrew WONG had a severe stroke on 15 

October and was sent to QEH. During the week of unconscious, many members of the 

Association were around giving him the most spiritual supports. 

 

Andrew WONG was enlisted in the Regiment on 6 March 1970. He served in A 

Squadron in his earlier days and he rose quickly through the ranks to Sergeant. In 1976 

he was commissioned as Lieutenant in C Squadron, then as Captain in A and later in the 

Junior Leaders Corps. In 1984 he was promoted to Major to command A 

Squadron. Andrew earned his Efficient Decoration in 1988. His last post in the Regiment 

was OC, HQ Squadron. To his family, we extend our deepest sympathy. 
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F. AC Charity Golf Fund Raising Day on 26 Oct 2018 
 

       

 

 

 

G. Dart Competition  

As for the 2nd Dart Competition for 2018, there were nice refreshment, beverage, and 

the complimentary gift to the participants. The final winners were Lo Tit Koon, To 

Chi Keung, Tam Siu Kwan. All V.A. members are welcome to join the game that will 

be held twice a year. Come join us ! 
 

  
  

  
 

 

H. (i) Remembrance Day Ceremony  at Cenotaph, Central on 11 November 2018 

Year 2018 was the 100th anniversary of the first Armistice Day marking the end of 

the First World War. Coincidently this year both Remembrance and Armistice Day 

fall on the same day-11th November 2018. This ABN restates Army policy on the 

wearing of uniform during the period leading up to Armistice Day 2018 as well as the 

policy on wearing poppies and saluting during associated services andreleated events 
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Remembrance Day (sometimes known informally as Poppy Day owing to the 

tradition of the remembrance poppy) is a memorial day observed 

in Commonwealth member states since the end of the First World War to remember 

the members of their armed forces who have died in the line of duty. Remembrance 

Day is observed on 11 November in most countries to recall the end of hostilities 

of World War I on that date in 1918. Hostilities formally ended "at the 11th hour of 

the 11th day of the 11th month", in accordance with the armistice signed by 

representatives of Germany and the Entente between 5:12 and 5:20 that morning. ("At 

the 11th hour" refers to the passing of the 11th hour, or 11:00 am.) The First World 

War officially ended with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 1919. 

 

 

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_poppy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_with_Germany_(Compi%C3%A8gne)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Versailles
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(ii) Remembrance Day in British Columbia Branch of Canada 
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 (iii) Ontario Branch of Canada 
 

  
 

 

I. Oxfam TrailWalker from 16 to 18 November 2018 

 

(i) Chan Wai Chun reported that the heli-pad site and road at Sai Wan Village were 

badly damaged by the Super Typhoon Manghut (山竹) that might affect the 

logistics support to site as well as to CP1.  

      
 

(ii) The first aid training course including AED & CPR was organized by Oxfam on 7 Nov. 

2018. 
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(iii) TrailWalker at Start Point 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

iv) CP8 at Tai Mo Shan  
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 J. Canadian Commemorative Ceremony at Sai Wan War Cemetery on  2 December 2018  
 

  
   

 

 

K. Ceremony on the Najing Massacre National Memorial Day on 13 December 2018 
 

  
 

L. Oversea Branch 

 
(i) British Columbia Branch of Canada 

Jonathan HO attempted to run for the 

Richmond Community Coalition (RCC) for a 

new canditate for Vancouver city council. 
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(ii) Ontario branch of Canada 

Larry LAU joined the election for candiate councilor of Markham City in Ontario, Canada. 
 

 

  
 

   

M.  C  Sqns 關治平 獲勳銅紫荊星 (BSS) 

We congratulatd to Ir KWAN Chi-ping, Edgar J.P. for being awarded  the 

Bronze Bauhinia Star (BBS) for the year 2018. The BBS is a note taken by the 

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of his earnest efforts for the 

betterment of the society.  
 

  
 

 

 

 

    Coming Events 

(a)   Ceremony 

1. Victory Day Ceremony – August 2019 

2. Chung Yeung Ceremony – October 2019 

3. Remembrance Day – November 2018 

4. Canadian Remembrance Day -- December 2018 

5. Nanjing Massacre National Memorial Day—December 2019 
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    (b) Community Events 

1. Hike of The Hospice - 04 March 2019  

2. Oxfam Trailwalker – 15 to 17 November2019 

 

       (C)  Major Functions\ 

1.   The Family Walk-17 February 2019 

2.   The Volunteers Challenge Cup - 20 February 2019 

3.   1 st Dart Competition 飛鏢大賽 - 26 April 2019 

4.   Foundation Day Dinner – 24  May 2019  (TBC) 

5.   Association General Meeting and Dinner - 30 August 2019 

6.   Mahjong Competition 麻雀大賽  - September 2019 (TBC) 

7.   2 nd Dart Competition 飛鏢大賽  - October 2019 (TBC) 

8.   Christmas Party – December 2019 (TBC) 

 

 

 

Editor : WONG Ying-piu Wilbur  

             : Gary To 

 
                 


